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Seth Williams will run for DA again

Larry Miller
Tribune Stall Writer

Next year Philadelphians are
scheduwled to elect a district
attorney who Is expected to be at
the forefront of stopping crime.

Attorney and former candi-
date for the posiion R. Seth
Williarns, told The Philadelphia
Tribune that he still wants the
job.

Wiilams made an unsuccess-
ful attempt to unseat District
Auorncv Lynne Abraham
2005. Ter office confirmed with
The Tribune on
Monday  that
she has decided
not to nun lor re-
clection.

Willlasms s
sel 1o announce
his intentions to
become district
attorney on Sal-
urday, Dec, B, at
the National

“Seth
Willlams

Center.

Abraham’s departure natural-
Iy would leave a hole gpen [lor
“Willlaoms., However, ar ‘Pribune
press thue, there were at least
two unconfirmed names floating
about thal could be seen as
challengers for Willlams. Judge
Leon W. Tucker hasn't made a
dectsion yel, bt said that he is
"sericusly cohsidering nunning
for the office.”

According to Williams. in 2005
he had 46 pereent of the vole
and fook hall of the wards, "
was within 12.000 votes of win-
ning." he said,

Abraham has had 17 years In
ollice. She has garnered broad

Constitution-

commulty support ard is pedit-

eadly sanvy. She's been highly

visible and personally involved in
ongolng legislative and comumu-
nity efforis to gel Mlegal guns off
the streets, which is just one of
the challenges faced by ihe next
distriet altorney.

"One of the biggest challenges
for the distdet atlorney is lo
make the justice system work,
and rightl now it's broken.”
Williams said. “We have 59 per-
cent of the felony cases getiing

,ﬂischa.tged for lack of prosccu—
* Howl-dnd Phﬂadelptﬂa leads ‘the
. natmn in murdérs comnutted by

uriknownt. He was; an assistant
district attorney under Abrablam
f:om 1992 1o 2{)93

Hia's l_nspec_to; gcneral
fhtment he a#SUmcd

on of City Counciiman

- Glrtis Jones Jr., which began in

November 2007 ]

According to the allegations,
the Philadelphia . Commercial
Dcvclopment Corp .allowed
Jones tomaintaln possession of
a Dodge - Durango that PCDC
was financially responsible for
after he resigned as head of the

"nonprofit agency to mun for

Council.
The OIG also lookccl i.nLo a

“severance package paid to Jones |,
by the quasi-goverrument agency n-'m

in the amount of $31,331.64 on«
Oct. 8. 2006 that was not based -
on any pre-exdsting PCDC policy‘
b procedure. g

“Furthermore, ‘thls payment
Vas issued appro}omatcly three

months prior to’ Jones separa-

hon from PCDC -Jones did not
entcr into a contract with PCDC
requiring severance pay.

In June 2008 Distyict Attorney
. Abraham’ cleared. Jones of the -

allegations. She saltl, there was|

no:evidence to suppoit the alles

gations that Jon
thie ; Homc Rule "Charter aftel
Ieaving PCIIC to ruix foroffice.

Mayor Nutter later replaccd
Williams mth Amy Kurland;

One of the dlreacy estal
cnmc-ﬂghu.ng nitiatives” thi
Williarhs satd he would o) £lbiabl 1
is the Gun Violence Task Foree, &
joint effort through Abrahary's
office and state Attorney Gcneral
Tom Corbeit, =

Started in December 2006 the
taslk force is comnprised of veteran

police officers and assistant dis- .

trict attorneys with the primary
goal of aggressively investigating
and prosecuting. the sources of
{llegal firearms used in crimes
throughout Philadeiphia.

Since it began, the task force
has, opencd 807 investigations,
made 244 arrests and conﬁscated
hiore tham: 450 fireaims. )

Former inspector general may not face Lynne Abraham

“In Philadelphia we have 5 per-
cent of the population cornmmitting
2= B0 percentof the erime,” Williarms
' said. “Victims and witnesses have
to feel safe so they will come in
and testify, We really have to con*
tinue efforts to Improve the rela-
tionship between law enforcer

“fent and the community. If Iy’

eleoted the lyrichpin will be corii-

: munity based prosecution, which

is somelhing I proposcd in 2005."

“Willlams” sald if he becomes
disu'lct attorney he would assign
assistant district: attomeys geo::

sgraphically so that the resiclents

of a particular police district
would get to Jmow them and vice
versa.

“T lhc:le are over 2, 000 people
in this city who have been arrest-
ed miore thdi 25 times," he sa.ld ‘
“In midny respects, the, .system
has falled. them. If these 50
don't have fob skiils and
have a GED, theyre go
keep comumltting crimes;iIt’s
about prevention, partnership
and protection, Workiiig “within
the community to help:end. the

cycle of crime. We have o' ‘contiti-

ue to develop programs a.tmed at
fiest time offenders sd that’ ey
won't become repeat offen rs
and aggressively prosecute sthié
most violent offenders, narnely:
those who are causing all the
bloodshed in this clty.” -~




